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Integration of Environmental Health into 
Practice

Critical Element

Work within the 
Nursing Specialties



  



  



  

            

 
H om e E nvironm enta l H ealth and Safety  A sses sm ent Tool 

 

A sse ssm e n t Y e s N o  N /A  S ta n d a rd  o f P ra ctice  

H o m e  b u ilt b e fo re  1 9 7 8  O  O  O  

H o m e  te ste d  fo r le a d  O  O  O  

Liv in g  sp a ce  in  b a se m e n t O  O  O  

A tta ch e d  g a rag e  O  O  O  

H o m e  ra d o n  te st O  O  O  

H o m e  ra d o n  v e n tila tio n  sy ste m  O  O  O  

 

Liv in g  sp a ce  in  b a se m e n t O  O  O  

•  T e st h o m e s b u ilt 
b e fo re  1 9 7 8  fo r le a d . 

•  M a in ta in  h o m e  to  
p re v e n t c h ip p in g  o r 
p e e lin g  p a in t 

•  R e m o v e  sh o e s in d o o rs 
•  T e st first th re e  flo o rs o f 

a ll h o m e s fo r ra d o n  

•  D o  n o t id le  c a r in  
g a rag e  

C o m b u stio n  h e atin g  so u rce  O  O  O  

G a s, k e ro se n e  o r p ro p a n e  
sp a ce  h e a te r 

O  O  O  

W o o d  sto v e  O  O  O  

 

F ire p la ce  O  O  O  

•  E n su re  p ro p e r v e n tin g  
o f a ll c o m b u stio n  
h e a tin g  so u rce s. 

•  A n n u a l a sse ssm e n t to  
e n su re  p ro p e r 
fu n ctio n . 

•  D o  n o t u se  g rills, o r 
g e n e rato rs in d o o rs 

G a s d ry e r O  O  O  

V e n te d  O  O  O  

G a s h o t w a te r h e a te r O  O  O  

V e n te d  O  O  O  

 

G a s sto v e  O  O  O  

•  G a s d ry e rs, h o t w ate r 
h e a te rs a n d  sto v e  
n e e d  to  v e n t o u td o o rs 

W e ll w a te r O  O  O  

Le a d  p ip e s O  O  O  

W a te r te ste d  fo r co n ta m in a n ts O  O  O  

 

K n o w n  c o n tam in a n ts: O  O  O  

•  R o u tin e  w e ll te stin g  
a n d  m a in te n a n ce  o f 
p riv ate  w e lls. 

•  R e v ie w  co n su m e r 
c o n fid e n ce  re p o rts fo r 
p u b lic  w a te r su p p ly  

S m o k e  d e te cto r O  O  O  

C a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to r O  O  O  

F ire  e x tin g u ish e r O  O  O  

F ire  e v a cu a tio n  ro u te  O  O  O  

E m e rg e n cy  p h o n e  n u m b e rs O  O  O  

D isa ste r p la n  O  O  O  

 
 
 

 
 

S h e lte r –in -p la c e  su p p lie s O  O  O  

•  S m o k e  d e te cto r o n  a ll 
flo o rs a n d  in  
b e d ro o m s 

•  C a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
d e te cto r o n  a ll le v e ls 
in  h o m e s w ith  
c o m b u stio n  so u rce  o r 
g a rag e  

 

S ite _____ ________ _ 
D a te _ ____ ________  

R N  ____________ 

 



  

 

A sse ssm e n t Y e s N o  
N /
A  S ta n d a rd  o f P ractice  

In se cts in  h o m e  O  O  O  

R o d e n ts in  h o m e  O  O  O  

If y e s w h a t: ________________________________ 

P e sticid e  sp ra y in g  in  h o m e  O  O  O  

If y e s w h a t / h o w  o fte n :______________________ 

P e sticid e  co n tra ct O  O  O  

 
 
 
 

 

F re q u e n cy :_________________________________ 

•  U se  o f in te g ra te d  p e st 
m a n ag e m e n t 
te ch n iq u e s fo r 
co n tro llin g  p e sts. 

•  U se  le a st h a za rd o u s 
m e th o d s o f p e st 
co n tro l 

 

A ir fre sh e n e r u se d  in  h o m e  O  O  O  

C a n d le s O  O  O  

P lu g -in s O  O  O  

In ce n se  O  O  O  

H o w  m a n y  tim e s p e r d ay : O  O  O  

 

U se  o f stro n g  sm e llin g  cle a n e rs O  O  O  

•  M in im ize  u se  o f a ir 
fre sh e n e rs.  U se  le ss 
h a za rd o u s a n d  
irrita tin g  a lte rn ativ e s 
to  co n tro l o d o rs. 

•  U se  o f lo w  V O C  
h o u se h o ld  cle a n e rs 
a n d  g re e n  cle a n in g  
te ch n iq u e s. 

T u n a  fish  se rv e d  in  h o m e  O  O  O  

If y e s, h o w  o fte n  p e r w e e k :__________________ 

F re sh  fru it/v e g e ta b le s u se d  O  O  O  

 

Lo ca l/ o rg a n ic p ro d u cts u se d  O  O  O  

•  S e e  fe d e ral a n d  sta te  
re co m m e n d e d  fish  
co n su m p tio n  
a d v iso rie s  

•  W a sh  a ll fru its an d  
v e g e ta b le s b e fo re  
e a tin g  

•  C o n sid e r o rg a n ic o r 
lo ca lly  g ro w n  
p ro d u cts 

M e rcu ry  th e rm o m e te r in  h o u se  O  O  O  

O th e r m e rcu ry  d e v ice s O  O  O  

N e e d le  b o x e s fo r n e e d le s O  O  O  

 

U se  o f tra d itio n al o r cu ltu ra l 
re m e d ie s co n ta in in g  m e rcu ry  

O  O  O  

•  U se  n o n -m e rcu ry  
co n ta in in g  m e d ic a l 
d e v ice s 

•  D isp o se  o f a ll m e rc u ry  
d e v ice s a n d  b a tte rie s 
p e r lo ca l h a za rd  w a ste  
co lle ctio n  p ro ce d u re s 

S m o k in g  a llo w e d  in  h o m e  O  O  O  

H o u se  sm e lls lik e  sm o k e  O  O  O  

C ig a re tte  p ro d u cts p re se n t O  O  O  

 

 

 
     

•  In stitu te  n o  sm o k in g  
in d o o rs p o licy  

 

 

 

 



  



  



  

Integration of Environmental Health into 
Research

Critical Element

Focus on applied research 
– intervention studies to 
develop evidence-based 

practice



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Integration of Environmental Health into 
Policy and Advocacy

Critical Element

Prepare nurses to speak 
to politicians and other 

policy makers.



  

WHY?

• Nurses are trusted

• Nurses are excellent communicators

• Nurses are fierce defenders of the 
children, the sick, the poor, and the 
environment



  

1:100 Americans is a 
Registered Nurse

What’s the ratio in 
your country?



  

In the U.S.,
1:47  Registered Voters is a 

Registered Nurse 

• What’s the ratio in your country?



  

Nursing Activities

• Free monthly national calls 
• Speakers bureau
• Writer’s retreat /// Writings
• Preparing nurse lobbyists (state / national)
• Outreach to Nursing Unions (UAN, SEIU)
• Technical Assistance 



  

Nursing Activities

• National chemical exposures survey
• Mini-grants
• EH Task Force in states

• Working on the U.S. version of REACH 



  

 
           

The Luminary Project

The Luminary Project: Nurses Lighting the Way to Environmental Health is an 
effort to capture the illuminating stories of nurses' activities to improve human 

health by improving the health of the environment. 

The shining stories on this website show how nurses are creatively and 
strategically addressing environmental problems and illuminating the way towards 

safe hospitals, communities with clean air, land and water and children born 
without toxic chemicals in their bodies. 

http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=3
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=4
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=5
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=6
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=7
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=8


  



  



  


