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Integration of Environmental Health into
Practice

Critical Element

Work within the
Nursing Specialties









Home Environmental Health and Safety Assessment Tool

A ssessment Yes | No [N/2 Standard ofPractice
Home builtbefore 1978 0 0 0 Testhom esbuilt
, tosted forlead 0 0 0 before 1978 for lead .
om € tested for fea M aintain hom e to
Living space in basem ent 0 0 0 preventchipping or
Attached garage 0 0 |0 peeling paint
Rem ove shoes indoors
0T & R0l T5E 0 0 0 Testfirstthree floorsof
Home radon ventilation systen 0 0 0 allhomes forradon
. ) Donotidle carin
Living space In basem ent 0 0 0
garage
. E i
Com bustion heating source 0 0 0 nsureproperlventmq
ofallcom bustion
Gas,kerosene orpropane 0 0 0 heating sources.
space heater Annualassessmentto
W ood stove 0 0 0 ensurleproper
function.
D ills,
Fireplace 0 0 0 o notuse g.rl S,0r
generatorsindoors
Gasdryer 0 0 0 Gasdryers, hotwater
7 e iEa 0 0 0 heatersand stove
need to ventoutdoors
Gashotwaterheater 0 0 0
Vented 0 0 0
Gasstove 0 0 0
Wellwater 0 0 0 Routine welltesting
Lead pipes 0 0 0 an@mamtenance of
: private wells.
W atertested forcontam inants 0 0 0 Review consum er
Known contam inants: 0 0 0 confidence reports for
public watersupply
Smoke detector 0 0 0 Smoke detectoron all
Carbonmonoxide detector 0 0 0 foors and in
bedroom s
Fire extinguisher 0 0 0 Carbonmonoxide
Fire evacuation route 0 0 0 detectoron alllevels
in hom esw ith
E h b .
[l SIgENCY PRORE UMW DEES Y v 0 com bustion source or
D isasterplan 0 0 0 garage
Shelter -in-place supplies 0 0 0




A ssessment Yes | No A Standard ofPractice
Insects in hom e 0 0 0 Use ofintegrated pest
. managen ent
Rodents in hom e 0 0 0 ‘
techniques for
Ifyeswhat: controlling pests.
Pesticide spraying in hom e 0 ‘O ‘O Use leasthazardous
methodsofpest
Ifyeswhat/how often: control
Pesticide contract 0 ‘O ‘O
Frequency:
Air freshenerused in hom e 0 0 0 M inin ize use ofair
| Candl 0 0 0 fresheners. Use less
(| anaes hazardousand
= Plug -ins 0 0 0 irritating alternatives
N ——
M Tncense 0 0 0 to controlodors.
NN , Savs Use oflow VOC
How many tmesperday: 0 0 0 household cleaners
Use ofstrong sm elling cleaners O 0 0 andg;eencleanmg
techniques.
. . See federaland state
Tuna fish served in hom e 0 0 0 recomm ended fish
consum ption
Ifyes,how oftenperweek: advisories
W ash all fruits and
. vegetablesbefore
Fresh fruit/vegetablesused 0 0 0 eating
Considerorganicor
Local/organic products used 0 0 0 locally grown
products
= M ercury thernm om eterin house 0 |0 |0 Use non-m ercury
[ ) containing m edical
;\ 0 therm ercury devices 0 0 0 devices
Needle boxes forneedles 0 0 0 Dispose ofallm ercury
o devices and batteries
Use of‘tradltlona‘l‘orcultural 0 0 0 perlocalhazard v aste
rem ediescontaining m ercury collection procedures
Sm oking allow ed in hom e 0 0 0 Institute no sm oking
indoorspolic
House sm ells like sm oke 0 0 0 P !
Cigarette productspresent 0 0 0










Integration of Environmental Health into
Research

Critical Element

Focus on applied research

— Intervention studies to

develop evidence-based
practice
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Integration of Environmental Health into

Policy and Advocacy

Critical Element

Prepare nurses to speak
to politicians and other
policy makers.



WHY?

* Nurses are trusted
* Nurses are excellent communicators

* Nurses are fierce defenders of the
children, the sick, the poor, and the
environment



1:100 Americans is a
Registered Nurse

What's the ratio In
your country?



In the U.S.,
1:47 Registered Voters is a

Registered Nurse

* What's the ratio in your country?



Nursing Activities

Free monthly national calls

Speakers bureau

Writer’s retreat /// Writings

Preparing nurse lobbyists (state / national)
Outreach to Nursing Unions (UAN, SEIU)
Technical Assistance



Nursing Activities

National chemical exposures survey
Mini-grants
EH Task Force in states

Working on the U.S. version of REACH



THE LUMINARY PROJECT

Nurses Lighting the Way to Environmental Health

The Luminary Project

The Luminary Project: Nurses Lighting the Way to Environmental Health is an
effort to capture the illuminating stories of nurses' activities to improve human
health by improving the health of the environment.

The shining stories on this website show how nurses are creatively and
Strategically addressing environmental problems and illuminating the way towards
safe hospitals, communities with clean air, land and water and children born
without toxic chemicals in their bodies.


http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=3
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=4
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=5
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=6
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=7
http://www.theluminaryproject.org/article.php?list=type&type=8










